S 5632A

An act to amend
the general
business law, in
relation to
consumer
protection and
utility meter
choice.



Thanks to
New York State
Senator
Pete Harckham
& others who have been

working on this issue for years!




Important Definitions:

TYPE C2S0DL2 CL200  Fv2s 1.0kh

200V 3w CcADS TA30  60Hz

“Consumer”




It shall be the right of every
consumer, at no penalty, fee or
service charge, to decline permission
for a utility

(a) to replace an existing analog
utility meter with a digital meter; or

(b) to install a digital utility
meter without the consumer's
consent.




It shall be the right of
every consumer, at no
penalty, fee or service
charge, to require their

utility to replace an
existing digital utility
meter with an analog
utility meter.




A u.tility must provide
written notice to the
n<:i<:1nsumer no less than
M eedtildaty.s prior to the
e ed installation of
igital meter meter, s
that ’.che consumer rr:a .
decline permission fo?',
such installation.
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The consumer may, at any
point in time following
the installation of a digital
utility meter, require the
removal of such device
and its replacement with
an analog utility meter,
with no fee, penalty or
service charge.




A utility must comply with a
consumer's instructions
within ten days of receipt if
the consumer suffers from
electromagnetic sensitivity,
or within thirty days of
receipt in all other cases.




For buildings with multiple
units , utilities may not install
or upgrade any digital utility
meters at such a building
iIf fifty percent or more of
residents decline permission
for such installation.
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The public service
commission shall
prescribe such rules
and regulations to
effectuate the
provisions of this
section as it may deem
necessary.
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New York's Digital Meter Opt-Out Bill
S5632-A

New York State Senator Pete Harckham has
et introduced landmark legislation that would allow all
A m e r I Ca n S4 rt ® o rg utility consumers in NY State to "Opt-Out” of the
installation of a digital meter with no penalty and no

cost. Here is our analysis of the problem and the
solution

nysmartmeters

Digital utility meters, including "smart” meters, are

electronic devices that use pulsed radio-frequency

(RF) radiation to operate and/or wirelessly transmit

customers’ utility usage data back to the utility. S-

5632A amends the general business law in relation to Download the legislation text
consumer protection and utility meter choice by giving . .

all New Yorkers the right to “opt out” of a digital meter. Download the legislative flyer

Download the legislative analysis

EXISTING LAW
There is currently a patchwork of local utility policies Digital Meter Background Information
regarding the right of consumers to opt-out of the

installation of digital meters. As a result some Health Concerns of Digital Meters
customers can fully opt-out, others can opt-out with a
penalty, and some cannot opt-out at all. Recently
some customers with solar panels have been forced
to accept a digital meter, even though their analog
meter was working perfectly. A clear, comprehensive
statewide policy is required.

Index of Independent Scientific Studies

All digital utility meters (transmitting and non-
transmitting) employ switch-mode power supplies
PROBLEM which emit constant RF radiation. There is no such
thing as a "safe” digital meter.

Some individuals are particularly sensitive to RF



The Case for Digital Meter Opt-Out Legislation
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